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and taking the cocoanut pours water over it
and then breaks it upon the stone 2 r, and
finally lights the piece of camphor in the centre
of the pdn dish and while the camphor is burn-
ing waves it backwards and forwards {ArU.) The
dish is then passed round and those present
place in it a small offering. These, offerings are
taken by the Mahant for the use of his Math.
He then takes half of the flesh of the cocoa-
nut and -with a penknife cuts it up into small
portions which he places on a pewter plate. All
present approach the Mahant in turn 22 and
receive into the palm of their right hand a
betel leaf, a fragment of cocoanut, a little gUr
and some latdsa. This they eat as they kneel
before him on one knee, exercising the great"
est care lest any portion should fall upon the
ground. Each man as he retires has water poured
upon his hands for cleansing purposes.

When all have received, the Mahant says
some prayers privately, then some more aloud,
and closes the service with a short address
in which he urges all to lead good lives. After

(21) The shell of the cocoanut represents Shaitan (KaU
who wishes to keep from men the blessing contained in the
mill and milk-formed flesh of the fruic.

(^2) On great occasions there rcsy be as many as 200 pre-
bent men and women. The men sifc on one side and the women
on the other facing the Mahant, but come up in any order to
receive-the Prasad. It is said that about a fourth of those
present at the Chauka service receive the Jot JPrasad